
Join the Vision:
The Fens

Biosphere



A sustainable living fens 
landscape, supporting more 
and better spaces for nature
and a better place for
people to live, work
and enjoy

Becoming a Biosphere
A Biosphere is a globally recognised accolade awarded 

by UNESCO to a region which has a strong cultural and 

landscape identity and can demonstrate excellence in 

sustainable development. 

There are 7 Biospheres in the UK but none in the East 

of England. The Fens Biosphere will confer international 

recognition and status to a unique and valuable area.  

The Vision is to: 

• Achieve Biosphere status for the Fens by 2022
• Join the exclusive global network of 701 Biosphere  

in 124 countries

For everyone in the Fens Biosphere area, whether 

living or working there, running businesses or farms, 

or investing in infrastructure and development, 

Biosphere status will be a benefit not a hindrance; 

Biospheres are confirmed by UNESCO but are 

not statutory designations. Biospheres cannot 

prohibit any activity.



The Fens Biosphere area
The proposed boundary of the Fens Biosphere is 

based on those special landscape features that make 

the Fens unique and which define the area: peat soils 

(in green) the water drainage network (in blue) and the 

height of the low-lying land. 

Join us in 
delivering the

Fens Biosphere
Vision!

Peterborough
Whittlesey March

Chatteris

St Ives

Ramsey

Cambridge

Soham

Ely

Downham
Market

Wisbech

Littleport



After Biosphere status has been achieved we will:

1. Promote new ideas about farming and water management which can 

help deal with the effects of climate change

2. Provide new opportunities for these new ideas to be trialled in the fens, 

making more links between research and farming and boosting our 

local economy

3. Support conservation organisations with the development of more 

and better areas for nature across the fens landscape which will benefit 

wildlife and people

4. Provide opportunities for communities to create and manage local 

spaces for nature which will improve environments, access to nature 

and well-being    

5. Promote a strong fenland identity based around a landscape 

internationally recognised for its wildlife, food production and heritage 

which can be used to promote the area and its products.

Want to know more?  

A multi sector partnership, co-ordinated by Cambridgeshire ACRE and 

drawn from all sectors of life is working together to achieve UNESCO 

Biosphere status for the Fens. 

To get in touch with the Fens Biosphere team at Cambridgeshire ACRE, 

find out more information and receive invitations to Biosphere events  

please contact:

• Mark Nokkert at mark.nokkert@cambsacre.org.uk  01353 865030 or

• Rachael Brown at rachael.brown@cambsacre.org.uk  01353 865037. 

• Visit: www.fenlandbiosphere.wordpress.com

• Social media: Twitter, Facebook, Instagram: @fensbiosphere

The Fens Biosphere Partnership is supported by funding from the People’s Postcode Lottery Dream 
Fund as part of the Water Works project awarded to the Wildlife Trust BCN.

www.postcodelottery.org.uk   www.postocodecommunitytrust.org.uk

Cambridgeshire ACRE is registered in England as a charity (no.1074032) and a company limited by 
guarantee (no.3690881). Photos with thanks to: Fraser Chappell, Richard Humphrey & Andrew Sharpe. 


